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BETWEEN HEGEMONY AND IDEOLOGY:
AMERICAN NARRATIVE BUILDING
IN THE EARLY COLD WAR

Masumi lzumi (Director, International Institute of American Studies;

Professor, Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, Doshisha University)
“Equal Opportunity Concentration Camps: Japanese American
Incarceration and the Narrative Twists in the Internal Security Act of 1950” .7

Gautam Chakrabarti (Associate Member, Institute for Europe-Studies,
Europa-Universitat Viadrina, Frankfurt-Oder; Visiting Researcher,
Graduate School of Global Studies, Doshisha University)

““The Battle for Hearts and Minds’: Narratival Geopolitics

in South and Southeast Asia in the Early Cold War”

This colloqguium brings together two scholars working — from and with divergent yet
resonant spatial perspectives and archives — on the significance of cultural-political
narratives and the superpower-efforts that went into constructing and consolidating
them in the aftermath of WWII. Though the focus will be on US-American approaches
and theatres of action — North America and South and Southeast Asia — during the
Early Cold War (1948-68), the way in which Soviet cultural-political outreaches —
especially to the Global South (called the “Third World“ back then) — caused
dramatic shifts in US policy-positions will also be foregrounded. From the twists and
turns in the legislative debates in the Internal Security Act (modeled after Japanese
American wartime incarceration) to the reinvention of Bali as a tourists’ Shangri-la
after the ruthless and bloody anti-Communist massacres there by Gen. Suharto’s
soldiers and local militias in 1965, the “Red Scare” was a major catalyst of American
geopolitical machinations in the said period. The two papers will seek to
contextualise this from the prisms of discourse analysis and global microhistory,
along with other methodological approaches.
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