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Early Native American Cinema Cultures

This talk sheds light on a little-known chapter in film history: how Native Americans
engaged with movies during the silent film era. At the same time that U.S. government
schools and reservations used film to promote assimilation, Native communities were
creating their own cinema practices. As early as 1903, Native Americans were showing
films, running their own theaters, and watching moving pictures together. These efforts
reflected a desire for cultural expression, community, and self-determination. This talk
highlights the vital role that film played in Native life and the important contributions
Indigenous people made to American popular culture.
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